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Kathin Ceremony

Waaat Richilicindd Buiddhcavcancarcarm

& Sunday October 16, 2011

Kathin Ceremony means the presentation of pieces of clothe to be
used as monk’s robe for the monks. This is one of the major occasions in
Buddhism. Every year, a temple may allow only one “Kathin” ceremony to
be performed there. The period in which this function can be held is restricted
to one month of the year from the start of the end of lent or the 1st night of the
warning moon, 11th lunar month to the 15th night of the 12th lunar month.

The word “Kathin” itself means the wooden frame use for embroidery
work. In the old days, there was no device or tools to help in the sewing or
embroidering work. Wooden frames were used to help stretch the materials.
During the time of Lord Buddha, monks had to wander around looking for
discarded pieces of materials to use as robes. Sometimes, they had to use that
same materials that was used for dead bodies. This brought of many prob-
lems. Lord Buddha, realizing such problems, gave permission to monks to
accept gifts of clothe presented by layman. However, he decided that it must
be given within the period of one month after Lent. Monks entitled to accept
such gift must reside in that temple for the whole three months. It is also
prohibitive for the temple to perform more than one Kathin ceremony there.

There are 2 stages involved during the ceremony. First, is the pres-
entation of the kathin robe, second is Kran Kathin. The presentation of the
kathin materials is done in front of the congregation of monks residing in the
temple. The host sits in front of the main Buddha image and prays with Pali
words that start with Namo... three times. Then he/she turns to offer the ma-
terials to the monks. If it is a kathin with a number of co-hosts, a long thread
is used to link the piles of materials together, enabling all the hosts to hold the
same thread in their hand. Then the materials and other items necessary for
the monks are given. The Kran Kathin ceremony is the one in which monks
take the materials and make them into robes by sewing, dying and used in the
same day.

Wat Richland Buddhavanaram welcomes all people to attend the
Kathin ceremony as scheduled:

Sc-hedule

Sunday , October 16, 2011

9:30 am.
10:20 am.
11:00 am.
11:30 am.
12:30 pm.

1:30 pm.

Warm welcoming to the public

Alms offering ceremony (Thuk-baht)
Lunch for monks

Lunch for the people

Offering of Robe Ceremony
Dhamma Talk,

Monks give blessing.

Wat Richland Buddhavanaram
879 Bretz Rd. Richland, WA 99352
Tel: (509) 627-1235
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